X. MUZAFFARGARH AND THE INDUS
RIVERAIN

The Old Standard of Living

February 4th.   HALT                                                      i

The If the influence of money-lender, landlord, and pir in
District Multan is less than it is in Jhang, in MuzaiFargarh it
is greater than in either. And the consequences are
disastrous. In no other district in the Punjab is the
peasant so listless, feckless, and depressed, and nowhere
else is his standard of living so low. Whatever the basic
causes of this,1 it is certain that in the past money-
lender, landlord, and pir have exploited his necessities
and his fears to the full. The exactions of the money-
lender are notorious, and in his way the landlord's v
record is as bad; while the pir has played upon super- :
stition with such effect that 'with the large majority* he
has 'taken the place of Allah'.2 In short, in this district,
we see rural life at its worst.

This was painfully evident in the first bank I saw this
evening. Though it was thirteen years old, and most of
the members were more or less educated, they knew
nothing of their by-laws and did not even possess a copy
of them. They sat stiffly before us on chairs, hardly able
to answer a question. It was a relief to get to the next
society, a grain bank only a year old. The president,
slim, polished, intelligent, and beautifully dressed in a
long coat of French grey with shining buttons, was a
large landlord and a complete contrast to the more
common type which, vast, bloated, and self-important,
greets one less with the hand than with the belly. The
members, nearly all tenants, sat on the ground in a large,
cheerful, badly-dressed mass. The president, whom we
may call the Mian, pointed to the mango trees above

1  For these see the author's op. at., ch. vi.

2  Muxaffargarh Gaz., 1884, p. 62.